


























NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 
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WANTED: — A Furnace Man 


We have urgent need of a man for firing our central heating 
plant and for steam-fitting maintenance. A good opportunity for 
one experienced in this work, or willing to learn. Single man pre- 
ferred because of accomodations. Comfortable living quarters on 
the premises; also good meals and laundry service. Kindly fur- 
nish references. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Mary, Queen of the Holy Rosary, the Hope 
of the “@orld’s Salvation 


“Give me a million families, with rosaries in their hands, uplifted to 
Mary... They will be a military power, not against other people but for 
all mankind— for their welfare, their healing... We have need of a 
rose-rain of love. Let us therefore take the Rosary from family to family. 
With it in our hands we shall conquer ourselves, convert sinners, do 
penance for our country, and certainly attain to the merciful, mild and 


benevolent Heart of Mary.” 


— Cardinal Mindzenty, in his last sermon. 
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Raging Evils Demand a Rosary 
Crusade 


, ATHOLIC piety dedicates the month of October to the 
Rosary of our Blessed Mother Mary. The Rosary is 
a treasure-house of the most beautiful truths of our 
Faith, which relate to God, to His Divine Son, and 
to Mary, the Mother of Jesus. It is a teacher of vir- 
tue. It gives consolation and strength in trial. It 
nourishes the interior life of the spirit. By saying the 
Rosary, a profession of faith is made in God, in the 
future life, in the forgiveness of sins, in the. mysteries 
of the august Trinity, in the Incarnation of the Second 
‘Divine Person, in the Divine Maternity, in the Church, and in other 
sublime truths. Pope St. Pius V declared that by virtue of the Rosary 
Christians began suddenly to be transformed into other men, the dark- 
ness of heresy to be dispelled, and the light of Catholic Faith to shine 
forth. 

Because of its immense value in forming virile Christians and its 
wonderful efficacy in obtaining the Divine favor, our Holy Father, Pius 
XII, has not ceased during His pontificate to urge the frequent and 
daily recitation of the Rosary, seconding in this the pleas of the Mother 
of God herself at Fatima. Last year he issued a forceful Encyclical on 
this subject, which, due to its appearance only after our magazine was 
printed, we could not include last October. But it is equally apropos to 
the present year, and we print it here for those who did not have the 
opportunity to read it, and to renew the zeal of those who perhaps have 
forgotten its contents. 


The Holy Father’s Call for a Rosary Crusade 


Since We were elevated to the supreme Chair of Peter through the 
design of Divine Providence, We have never ceased to place in the 
hands of Mary, Mother of God, the fortunes of mankind, and with this 
aim, as you well know, We have at various times written letters of ex- 
hortation. It is known to you, O venerable Brothers, with how much 
zeal and with how much spontaneity and unanimity the Christian peo- 
ple from all parts of the world have answered Our invitations. 

This has been proved in a magnificent manner at various times by 
grandiose spectacles of faith and love towards the glorious King of 
Heaven, and, above all, during that manifestation of universal happiness 
which during the past year Our own eyes were capable of witnessing 
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when in St. Peter’s Square, surrounded by an immense multitude of 
the faithful, We solemnly proclaimed the Assumption of Our Lady into 
heaven. 

If the memory of these things is cherished by Us and causes Us 
firmly to hope in Divine Mercy, there are also at the present time causes 
for deep sadness, which grieve Our paternal soul and keep it in anxiety. 
You know, in fact, venerable Brothers, the sad condition of our times. 
The fraternal union of the nations which has been broken for such a 
long time has not yet been re-established. On the contrary, we see 
everywhere souls upset by hatred, by rivalries; and the menace of new 
and bloody conflicts still hovers over threatened people. 


To this must be added that violent tempest of persecutions which 
for a long time has been unleashed against the Church, striking it fierce- 
ly with calumnies and sorrows of all kinds, and even causing in some 
instances the blood of martyrs to flow. To what and how many insid-. 
ious methods are the souls of Our sons submitted in those regions in 
order to oblige them to reject the Faith of-their fathers and to break in 
their utmost misfortune the ties which bind them to this Apostolic See! 

Nor can we pass silently a new crime to which, with great sor- 
row, We wish to call the attention of the entire clergy, of parents and 
of public authorities. We refer to that iniquitous campaign which the 
evil carry out everywhere to the damage of the pure souls of children. 
Not even innocent age has been spared. Unfortunately, they dare to 
tear away boldly even the most beautiful flowers of the Church which 
represent the hope of religion and of society. If one thinks of this, the 
fact that peoples moan under the weight of the Divine punishment and 
live under the nightmare of even greater calamities cannot arouse great 
surprise. 

But consideration of a situation so full of dangers must not weaken 
your souls, O venerable Brothers. Keep in mind, instead, the Divine 
teaching: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” With spontaneity and greater 
faith, elevate your hearts towards the Mother of God, where the Chris- 
tian people in the hour of danger have always found refuge because 
she has made herself the safety of all humanity. 

For this reason, with joyous anticipation and revived hope, We 
look towards the forthcoming month of October during which the 
faithful customarily attend with greater frequency all churches to 
elevate their appeals to Our Lady by means of the Holy Rosary. This 
prayer should be carried out with even greater zeal. This is Our desire 
because it is required by the increasing necessities. 

The great power of the Rosary to obtain the motherly aid of Our 




















Tabernacle and Purgatory 165 


Lady is well known to Us. Although there is more than one method of 
praying to obtain this aid, We believe the Holy Rosary is the most effi- 
cacious means, as has been clearly demonstrated by its very origin, 
more Divine than human, by its practice and by its intimate nature. 
What prayers are more adapted and more beautiful than the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Salutation of the Angel, which form the flowers of 
which this mystic crown 
is composed? Adding to 
the vocal prayers medita- 
tion of the sacred mys- 
teries, another great ad- 
vantage is gained, an ad- 
vantage which all, even 
the most simple and least 
learned, obtain in a quick 
and easy manner to nour- 
ish and preserve their 
faith. It is from frequent 
meditation of the myster- 
ies that the soul receives 
the virtue which they en- 
close. In this manner, the 
hope of immortal welfare 
is revived in an extrordi- 
nary manner and one is 
strongly and blissfully en- 
couraged to follow the path of Christ and His Mother. The recital of 
identical formulae repeated several times, rather than rendering this 
prayer sterile and monotonous, by means of an admirable virtue gives 
one faith and does sweet violence to the Maternal Heart of Our Lady. 

Do your utmost, therefore, venerable Brothers, so that in the 
forthcoming month of October the faithful may carry out this office 
with the greatest possible diligence; and may the Holy Rosary be more 
appreciated by them and practiced in a more widespread manner. 
Through your work, the Christian people must understand its value and 
its salutary efficacy. 





The Family Rosary ‘ 


It is, above all, within the family that We wish the habit of the 
Holy Rosary to be widespread, religiously protected and always more 
developed. In vain are attempts to remedy the wavering fates of civil 
life if domestic society, which is the beginning and the foundation of 
humanity, is not brought back to the norms of the Gospel. To carry 
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out such a difficult task, We affirm that the recital of the Holy Rosary 
in the family is one of the most efficacious means. It is a sweet spec- 
tacle, gratifying to God, when, as evening falls, the Christian home 
echoes with the frequent repetition of the prayer in honor of the august 
Queen of heaven. Then the Rosary recited in unison gathers before 
the image of Our Lady, in an admirable union of hearts, the parents 
and the children who have returned from their daily work. It unites 
also those who are absent and those who are dead. It ties them all 
tightly with a sweet bond of love to Our Lady, who, as a loving mother, 
will come into their midst to confer upon them the abundant gifts of 
harmony and of family peace. 

Then the home of the Christian family, like that of Nazareth, will 
become an earthly home of sanctity and almost a temple, where the 
Holy Rosary will not only be the particular prayer which every day 
will gently rise heavenward, but will also build a school of Christian 
life in an efficacious manner. The consideration, in fact, of the Divine 
mysteries of the Redemption will teach the adult to live a life of reflec- 
tion on the examples of Jesus and Mary and to receive comfort there- 
from in adversity and to desire those celestial treasures “where no 
thief approacheth, nor moth corrupteth.” 

It will also bring to the knowledge of the children the principal 
truths of Faith, causing a spontaneous blossoming in their innocent 
souls of charity towards their most beloved Redeemer while they, 
gazing at their parents kneeling before the Majesty of God, will learn 
from their most tender years how great is the value of prayer recited 
in common. We do not hesitate to affirm once again publicly that 
great is the hope that We place in the Holy Rosary to remedy the evils 
which afflict our times. 

Divine Aid 

Neither with strength nor with arms nor with human power, but 
with the Divine aid received by means of prayer, strong as David 
with his sling, the Church will be able to confront fearlessly the infernal 
ehemy, repeating against him the words of the youthful shepherd: 
“Thou comest to me with a sword and with a spear and with a shield, 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts; and all this as- 
sembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear.” 

For this reason We fervently desire, O venerable Brothers, that 
all the faithful, following your example and your encouragement, will 
carry out with solicitude Our fatherly exhortations, uniting their hearts 
and their voices together in the same fervor of charity. If evils in- 
crease, as well as the assaults of the wicked, the zeal of all the good 
must simultaneously increase and- become ever more vigorous. Let 
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them make the effort to obtain from our very beloved Mother, es- 
pecially through the Holy Rosary, that better times for the Church and 
for society may return as soon as ‘possible. 

May the very powerful Mother of God, moved by all the prayers 
of so many of her children, obtain for us from her Son, we all beseech 
her, that all those who have unfortunately lost the path to truth and 
to virtue be renewed in their soul and be able to find it again. May 
she obtain for us that hatred and rivalries and sources of discord be 
happily placated; that peace, the true peace, just and genuine, come 
back to shine upon individuals, upon families, upon peoples and upon 
nations; that finally, as sure as it is just, the rights of the Church 
and that influence which derives from the Church, penetrating without 
obstacles into the hearts of men, among the social classes and the very 
arteries of public life, may join the people in brotherly fashion among 
themselves, leading them to prosperity which regulates, defends and co- 
ordinates the rights and duties of all, without damaging anyone, affirm- 
ing itself ever more, for their mutual collaboration. 

Neither forget, O venerable Brothers and beloved children, while 
you are praying and holding the Rosary in your hands, those who are 
languishing miserably in captivity, in prison and in the concentration 
camps. Among them, as you know, are Bishops who have been forced 
from their sees only because they defended heroically the sacred rights 
of God and the Church; there are children, fathers and mothers of 
families, forcibly removed from their hearths and obliged to live, far 
away, an unhappy life in unknown lands and other climates. 

As We look upon these with particular affection, so you also, ani- 
mated by that brotherly charity which derives from the Christian re- 
ligion, unite your prayers with Ours before the altar of the Holy Mother 
of God and commend them to her motherly heart. 


The Eterna! Prize 


She will, doubtlessly, with exquisite affection, alleviate their suffer- 
ings, reviving in their hearts the hope of an eterhal reward, and will not 
fail, We firmly believe, to hasten the end of so-many griefs. We are 
certain, O venerable Brothers, that you, with the ardent zeal that is cus- 
tomary with you, will let your clergy and your people know, in ways 
that you will deem most opportune, of Our fatherly exhortations; and 
that Our children, spread everywhere on earth, will respond willingly 
to Our invitation. To you all, to the flock entrusted to all of you, par- 
ticularly to those who during the month of October will devoutly recite 
the Rosary according to Our intentions, We impart with all Our heart 
the Apostolic Benediction. PIUS PP. XII 
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Reign, King of (tee Hearts! 


uF wooded 
EVOTION to the Kingship of Christ is closely allied 


with devotion to the Sacred Heart. The two devo- 
tions are, in fact, inseparable, for the one is really 
contained in the other. And how could it be other- 
wise, when both are directed to the same august Per- 
“ son of Jesus Christ? But as the cult of devotion to 
the Sacred Heart dates from earlier times than that of Christ the King, 
we may say that the latter is a development and expansion of the for- 
mer. Their close association is indicated by the action of Pope Pius 
XI, who, when establishing the Feast of Christ the King, ordained that 
the Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart should be renewed annually 
on this feast in all Catholic churches throughout the world. The invo- 
cation “Heart of Jesus, King and Center of all Hearts,” which we find 
in the Litany of the Sacred Heart, also indicates the close relationship 
of these two devotions. 

Roughly speaking, devotion to Christ the King means honoring 
Christ as a lawgiver. Similarly, one who is really devoted to the Sa- 
cred Heart must be zealous for all the interests of that Heart, and so be 
filled with the desire to see Our Lord honored as the supreme Lawgiver 
and as sovereign Lord and King of all creation. 

The elements of devotion to Christ the King were indeed contained 
in the cult of devotion to the Sacred Heart as confided by Our Lord to 
St. Margaret Mary in the 17th century. In one of His apparitions, Jesus 
directed the saint to convey to Louis XIV, then King of France, the 
request that he have the image of the Sacred Heart placed upon his 
royal arms and standard, and that he erect a chapel wherein the Sacred 
Heart would receive the homage of the king and his entire court. Does 
not this indicate plainly the desire of the Sacred Heart to receive regal 
honors? to be honored as a King by a social and civic body? 





Moreover, the third of the nine promises which Our Lord attached 
to the veneration of His Sacred Heart reads: “I will bless every house 
in which an image of My Heart shall be exposed and honored.” This, 
too, implies a regal and social homage. From this promise there has 
developed the well-known practice of Enthroning the Sacred Heart as 
King of the home, which has so admirably prepared the way for His 
social reign. Of this we shall say more later. 

God, who in His Divine Providence is wont to provide for His 
children in every age devotional helps which may serve as remedies 
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for the evils of the times, foresaw that in this present age of social 
turmoil a new, though closely allied, devotion was needed to preserve 
in men’s minds the idea of the sanctity of law and of the Divine origin 
of authority. In the devotion to the Sacred Heart, we turn to Our 
Lord not so much as to a king as to a dear and intimate friend, a ten- 





Jesus wishes to reign over hearts and homes and nations 
by the power of love. 


der father, a loving spouse. Devotion to Christ the King is, therefore, 
a broadening and extension of devotion to the Sacred Heart; for, as 
devotion to the Sacred Heart has for its primary object the reign of 
Christ in individual souls and families, that of the Kingship aims at 
establishing His reign in society at large and in nations. It is precisely 
in this that it is to counteract and remedy the evils of our times. So 
we see that, while many social evils were developing, their remedy was 
developing, no less rapidly. 
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As the years passed, various incidents showed that the idea of the 
Kingship was somehow associated in men’s minds with that of the 
Sacred Heart. The practice of consecrating not only individuals and 
families to the Sacred Heart, but also large social groups — cities, 
provinces, councils, organizations, etc.— became common. In 1873, 
Ecuador was consecrated to the Sacred Heart by its heroic President, 
Garcia Moreno, and in the same year, Catholic Ireland was also con- 
secrated. In 1900, in response to the request of our Divine Lord 
Himself through Mother Mary of the Divine Heart, Pope Leo XIII con- 
secrated the whole human race to the Sacred Heart. In the years that 
followed, the rulers of other countries also consecrated their realms to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

In the meantime, another remarkable movement — the Eucharistic 
Congress — was fostering in men’s hearts in a most wonderful way the 
idea of the public recognition of Christ as Sovereign Lord and Master 
of all peoples. The first Eucharistic Congress was held at Lille in 
France in 1881. As time passed, the Congresses, both national and 
international, grew in size and splendor, reaching in our day the magni- 
tude and magnificence witnessed in the latest International Eucharistic 
Congress recently held in Barcelona, Spain. 

Thus the idea of the Kingship of Christ gained ground, so that at 
the beginning of the 20th century, the idea had taken root practically 
all over the world. Consecration of public bodies, of public institutions, 
efforts to bring the teaching of Christ into public life, and public recog- 
nition of the supremacy of Christ’s laws in the life of nations, were 
all tending to pave the way for the establishment of the devotion as a 
recognized part of the liturgical life of the Church. Finally, on the 11th 
of December, in the Holy Year of 1925, Pope Pius XI established the 
Feast of Christ the King, to be observed on the last Sunday of October 
each year; and, as mentioned, he ordered that the dedication of man- 
kind to the Sacred Heart, which Pope Pius X had ordered to be re- 


newed annually, should be made upon the Feast of Christ the King. 


Devotion to Christ the King, if rightly understood and practically 
exercised, should help Catholics to “keep their balance” amid the strange 
confusion of theories about civil authority by which the world is be- 
wildered today. The thought of Christ as the Divine holder of au- 
thority over the whole world will remind them that civil authority, 
though men may abuse and defile it, is of Divine origin, and therefore a 
holy thing; and that all our efforts as Christians should be directed to- 
ward seeing that it is exercised in a Christian way, thus restoring in the 
minds of men its greatness and sanctity. At the same time, it should 
inspire greater respect and reverence for parental authority, and for the 
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authority of the pastors and shepherds of our souls — the priests and 
bishops, ‘and for all the prelates of the Catholic Church, in their grada- 
tion, culminating in the supreme authority of the Holy Father. 


If all men would behold Christ’s authority in the authority of their 
lawful superiors, in whatever sphere of life, and if the superiors them- 
selves (particularly those 
exercising civil authority) 
were conscious of the Di- 
vine source of their au- 
thority and their respon- 
sibility in exercising it, 
the peace and harmony 
of society would never be 
disturbed. As Pope Pius 
XI said, in his Encyclical 
establishing the Feast of 
the Kingship:““When once 
men recognize, both in 
private and in public life, 
that Christ is King, so- 
ciety will at last receive 
the great blessings of real 
liberty, well-ordered dis- 
cipline, peace and har- 
mony. Our Lord’s regal 
Translation: Thou art the King of Glory, 0 Christ! Office invests the human 
All the kings of the earth shall adore Him and all authority of princes and 
ae Soe Saree, oe rulers with a religious 
significance; it ennobles the citizen’s duty of obedience.” 

Speaking of the fact that the reign of Christ the King extends also 
to our national public life, Pope Pius XI said further: “Nor is there any 
difference in this matter between the individual, the family, or the State; 
for all men, whether collectively or individually, are under the dominion 
of Christ. In Him is the salvation of society... He is the author of 
happiness and true prosperity for every man and for every nation.” 





More than once in his encyclical on the Kingship of Christ the 
Holy Father returns to the consideration of the source of our evil times, 
the plague which now infects society — secularism. His first letter to 
the Church, on ascending the Chair of Peter, was devoted in large part 
to pointing out the evil of the secular spirit of today. At that time he 
wrote: “With God and Jesus Christ excluded from political life, with 
authority derived not from God but from man, the very basis of that 
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authority has been taken away, because the chief reason of the distinc- 
tion between ruler and subject has been eliminated. The result is that 
human society is tottering to its fall, because it no longer has a secure 
and solid foundation.” 

How truly the Pope forecast the evil effects of this spirit has been 
sadly verified in the events of the past few years, which have resulted 
in the open rejection of Christ the King by nations whose great glory 
had been their Catholic history. The words of His Holiness in this 
encyclical leave no doubt as to. what he expects from Catholics. We 
must fight for the reign of Christ in public life. We must respond to 
the Pope’s call, reiterated so often by our present gloriously reigning 
Holy Father, to Catholic Action. We must make sure that those who 
are entrusted with the conduct of public affairs are not only friendly 
to the reign of Christ, but are not ashamed to profess their allegiance 
to Him, and are not afraid to fight openly for the cause of Christ our 
King. Christ must reign in our homes and in our schools, in our work- 
shops and our marketplaces, in our courts of justice and our public 
legislatures. We must not be content to wait until the enemies of our 
Faith have grown strong enough to attack the Church openly; we must 
play an active part in trying to bring about the social reign of Jesus 
Christ. , 


Long Live Christ, the King 


The cry of the modern martyrs has been: “Long live Christ the 
King!” It was with these words on his lips that the saintly Father 
Miguel Pro, S.J., faced death for the Faith before a firing squad one 
cold morning in Mexico City not many years ago; it was with identical 
words that thousands of Spanish Catholics died at the hands of Com- 
munists in the dreadful civil war that devastated Spain a few decades 
ago. The phrase indicates a philosophy of life that is completely at 
variance with the totalitarianism of modern governments, for it bespeaks 
a conviction that only by seeking the Kingdom of Christ and His jus- 
tice, and only by being a true follower of Christ the King can man 
achieve his essential dignity. 

The modern philosophy of state absolutism would make man an 
automaton, existing for the state alone; of no essential worth save in 
his work for the state. Christian philosophy declares that man is a 
creature made to the image and likeness of God, with a dignity and 
with rights that cannot be taken from him. Man, in the Christian con- 
cept, is a part of the state, but not the state’s; the state exists for man, 
not man for the state. Man is a subject of higher authority, it is true, 
but that subjection is not one of abject servitude, but of free choice, 
and it is service of the King of kings, Christ, the Savior of man, whose 
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Kingdom, as He has said, is not of this world, but in the soul of man. 

In these days when the authority of Jesus Christ is denied and 
despised by so many, we should rejoice in the opportunity of hailing 
and adoring the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the King of Love, the King of 
Families, and of Nations. In the pages of this magazine there has been 
reiterated again and again the invitation to proclaim the Kingship of 
Christ through the Enthronement* of the Sacred Heart in the home. 
The chief object of this Enthronement is the sanctification of the 
home and the affirmation of the rights of Jesus Christ as King of the 
Family. By the Enthronement, Our Lord is solemnly and officially 
constituted the Master and Head of the house. The members of the 
family promise to make their home a shrine of love and reparation. 
They pledge themselves to honor Our Lord with more than common 
fidelity, by eliminating from their conduct everything that might dis- 
please Him. 

This is exactly what the Feast of Christ the King proposes; living 
the Enthronement is the best way of putting into practice the teaching 
Pope Pius XI had at heart in its institution. Every new house in which 
the sovereignity of Our Lord is proclaimed, and where all the members 
of the family live in the spirit of the Consecration, becomes a new sup- 
port for the reign of the Sacred Heart, and a fresh weapon to destroy 
the empire of Satan. Those families and homes that expect to partici- 
pate in the special protection and promises of the Sacred Heart must 
not only make the Enthronement in their houses, but prove by their 
lives and conduct that they are true to the assurances they made on the 
day of the Consecration. They must manifest to Our Lord that they 
are doing their best to obey all. His commandments, and the laws of 
His Church. Then, and then only, will such homes become citadels of 
peace and harbors of safety in the warfare that is raging to overthrow 
individuals and society into a mass of ruins. 

At a time when so many, through misunderstanding or malice, 
are denying their allegiance to Christ the King, even making strenuous 
efforts to drag Him from His throne, how fitting it is that on the Feast 
ef Christ the King all Catholics should ardently renew their protesta- 
tions of loyalty. He is in very truth our rightful Lord and Master. 
We are His by right of creation, and by the further right acquired at 
the cost of His Precious Blood. Let us bow down in adoration before 
Him and cheerfully acknowledge His Kingship. 

May Christ, our King, conquer! May Christ, our King, rule! 
Always and everywhere, may Christ, our King, be known, loved and 
ebeyed! 





*See booklet advertised on outside cover. 
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St. Francis Takes Revenge 


(A true incident submitted by one of our readers.) 


Y vacation in the Adirondacks was being spoilt by a crow whose 

raucous cawing woke me at dawn each morning. One afternoon 

I went to visit a friend who lived a few miles away, and com- 

plained to her about the noisy bird. At first she protested that I must 

be dreaming, as there were no crows in the neighborhood. But when 
I insisted there were, she began to tease me. 

“You Catholics are always praying for favors,” she scoffed. “So 
why don’t you ask your Saint Francis to send the crow away?” I 
laughed, replying that he had more important requests to grant. How- 
ever, that night I did say a special prayer to Saint Francis. I overslept 
the next morning, as the crow did not disturb my slumbers, nor did it 
ever return again. 

A week later the telephone rang at dawn and my friend’s agitated 
voice shrilled over the wire: “For Heaven’s sake pray quickly to Saint 
Francis to remove that crow. It’s been cawing its head off outside my 
window every morning since you were here, and I can’t stand it!” 


eee eee o oreo o eo SeSeSese5e5en 


: Will you include HIM in your WILL? 


To extend the Eucharistic Reign of Christ the King, will you 
not leave a part of your estate to His Perpetual Adorers, for the 
upkeep of His Sanctuaries and the establishment of others? 
Following is the 

Form of Bequest: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Benedictine Conveat of 
Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri, the sum 
OF ccccee (or, if property, give description of same). 


perl) 


PITIFUL APPEALS from war-sufferers in Europe still come to.us in 
great numbers, especially from Sisters whose convents were ruined and 
not repaired because of lack of means; in consequence, many of these 
buildings have now deteriorated to a state where they are almost unin- 
habitable. In the face of the on-coming winter, the plight of the Sisters 
is all the more desperate. Alms sent for their relief will assuredly be 
blessed by God and will be promptly forwarded if sent to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Rosary and the Souls in Purgatory 


OW could we forget the dear souls in purgatory when we take 

up our Rosary to speak to Mary, our mother and theirs? 

With our Rosary we can help them so efficaciously; through 

it we draw down upon them the compassionate eyes of Our 

Lady. What we ask of Mary for ourselves, as poor exiles mourning 

and weeping in this valley of tears, let us also ask for the souls in pur- 

gatory. “Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy to- 

wards us, and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed Fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus!” 

Mary sees those souls by the Divine knowledge acquired in the 
Beatific Vision. Yes, she knows them all and each one in particular. 
She knows all about them, their life, their thoughts, the sighs sent up 
to her Son and to herself, their prayers, the “Hail Marys” said now 
and then during their life on earth; the flowers placed on her altar, or 
sometimes a remembrance, a greeting on seeing a picture of her. Oh, 
how little it takes to turn to this Merciful Mother and make sure of her 
protection! How many are the sinners turned to God at the last mo- 
ment, who had thought of Mary sometimes during their lives! Mary 
knows them, and she does not forget them. 

Mary sees those dear souls. In them she recognizes the children 
God gave her. On the day of the Annunciation, she became their 
Mother, when understanding the grandeur, the honor of the Divine 
Maternity, she said to the Angel Gabriel: “Be it done unto me accord- 
ing to thy word!” When she became the Mother of God, the Mother 
of the Incarnate Word, she became the Mother of all those who belong 
to Him in faith, hope and charity. 

One day at the foot of the Cross on Calvary, she said: “Fiat” —a 
painful “Fiat” for those dear souls. “Here are your children in the 
person of John, my beloved Disciple,” Jesus had said. And Mary ac- 
cepted them in tears, and in grief gave birth to them. Oh, Mary 
remembers! 

Mary sees these souls and looks down on them with kindness! 
She loves them dearly! Are they not full of grace, the grace Jesus 
bestowed on them at the price of His Blood? They resemble their 
Mother — whom we felicitate again and again in our Rosary, because 
she is “full of grace!” How beautiful these souls are, beautiful with 
the Divine beauty of grace. Among them, perhaps, are some of our 
own dear relatives — mother, father, husband, brother, child! 

Those dear souls know Mary. Their knowledge of celestial things 








176 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


acquired on earth and the thoughts God impresses on their minds as He 
does with the angels are greater than we imagine. They know Mary, to 
whom they have so often prayed on earth; they long to see her. They 
still say, “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” — a consol- 
ing prayer, but without any efficacy for relieving them, for they merit 
now no more. It is for us to say over and over again that prayer which 
Mary does not hear without emotion, that prayer which has so much 
power over her heart and which she always answers. So, let us repeat 
it with special fervor in their behalf as the beads slip through our fin- 
gers during this month so dear to Mary —the month of her holy 
Rosary! Mary will hear us, and do you think she could refuse our 
petition for the souls we recommend to her, asking for their relief and 
release? Oh, no, she is the Mother all merciful, the Virgin most faith- 
ful, the Treasurer of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and she will draw 
therefrom the merits to satisfy their debts. “Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” 


Beauties of the “Hail Mary” 


Centinued 


As we have seen in the preceding article (in September issue), Mary's 
holiness was the first source of her love for us and the first motive for our con- 
fidence in her. The second source of her great love for us and her immense 
power with God, and consequently of our confidence in her intercession, is her 
Divine Maternity. Fittingly this comes up for our consideration this month, 
when we celebrate the feast of Mary's Maternity (October 11). 


MOTHER OF GOD 


ARY is the Mother of God, because she is the Mother 
of Jesus, our Savior, who is as truly God as He is 
truly Man. To Him, as well as to the Father and 
and the Holy Ghost, belongs the Divine nature with 
all its infinite perfections. By the hypostatic union, 

Christ unites in the oneness of His Divine Person a human nature taken 
from the Blessed Virgin with the Divine nature communicated to Him 
in an eternal generation by the Father. Thus Mary can echo the Eter- 
nal Father, speaking at the Jordan and again over Tabor: “This is my 
beloved Son.” Not angels, not men, not even Mary herself, can grasp 
the tremendous dignity of such a Motherhood. 

In consequence of this Divine Maternity, Mary loved God, in the 
person of the Word, not alone with that immense charity mentioned 
before, but loved Him with a truly maternal love which was unique in 
its kind. As a man, Jesus had no earthly father, but only a mother. 
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Hence, in her love for Him the maternal and paternal loves were united 
and blended into one marvelously unique love, as unique as the concep- 
tion from which it sprang; for Mary conceived of the Holy Spirit who 
is Love. Indeed, Mary’s love is unique in its origin, its nature and its 
immensity. 

Then again, Jesus was our Blessed Mother’s first-born and only 
Child, and such children are always the object of special love. He re- 
ceived His human nature from her alone and there was between them a 
most striking resemblance. The saying of the Wise Man was true of 
them as of others, “every living being loves its like” (Eccles. 13:19). 
Likeness begets love, and are not parents usually more fond of the 
child which bears the greatest resemblance to them? The Virgin and 
her Son, so very much alike in complexion and constitution, in habits 
and virtues, were, so to speak, alike in everything. 

Moreover, Mary loved Jesus with an extraordinary love on account 
of His wondrous holiness and wisdom; for, as St. Thomas teaches, love 
when it is well ordered is greater toward those who, through goodness 
and holiness, are nearer to God. And if in addition to this, they are 
nearer to each other by the tie of blood, this love increases, nature and 
grace uniting to bring it about and make it perfect. So in her Jesus, 
Mary saw the Infinite Benefactor from whom she had received un- 
countable benefits, especially the supreme one of having been chosen to 
be His Mother, and her love was one of unparalleled gratitude. 

Finally, Mary loved Jesus because He was the Son of the living 
God and Infinite God Himself, worthy of being loved with an infinite 
love. Because she knew and believed this truth and was greatly en- 
lightened upon it by the Holy Spirit, she loved her Divine Son to the 
full capacity of heart, mind and strength. 

Now, this Jesus whom she loved as her God with a love more ar- 
dent than that of the highest seraphim, and as her Son with a maternal 
love, surpassing in kind, tenderness and intensity that of all other 
mothers—this Jesus suffered and died before her very eyes for our sake, 
and Mary knew that it was out of love for us and because He wanted to 
give us the greatest proof a man can give of his love. If, then, we want 
to gain some idea of the fire of love which this knowledge kindled in 
Mary’s heart toward us, we must remember the complete and extremely 
vivid knowledge she had of the bodily and mental sufferings of her Di- 
vine Son. From this she realized the greatness of the love that led Him 
to the total sacrifice of Himself: love is always gauged by the sacrifices 
it inspires. 

Even before the Angel Gabriel came to her, Mary had a deep knowl- 
edge of the sufferings and humiliations which would make the Messias 
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a “Man of Sorrows.” This was the result of her careful reading of the 
Scriptures and also of the special light by which the Holy Spirit in- 
structed her on their meaning; it was a part of her preparation for the 
dignity to which she was predestined. After the dignity had, in fact, 
been conferred on her, she continued her reading with an interest be- 
come supremely personal, and doubtless was favored with even deeper 
insight into the most profound depths of meaning concealed there. 
Soon a new source of knowledge was added — spiritual writers take it 
almost for granted that Jesus Himself, in His intimate conversations 
with His Mother, told her much about what He was going to do and 
suffer. And, finally, she was with Him, close to Him on the road to 
Calvary, and at the foot of the Cross. She witnessed all the stages of 
the terrible drama. 

Yet there was still another source from which Our Lady drew a 
knowledge that was even deeper and more intimate, and that source was 
her loving union with her Divine Son. By nature, as it were, mothers 
have a special intuition regarding the sufferings of their children, 
seeming almost to experience their pain within themselves because of 
the natural union between them. But Mary, besides being united to her 
Son by the unique maternal affection just described, was also knitted to 
Him in another, higher, closer union of love — a mystical union. 

The Holy Spirit, by pouring into her heart Divine charity as abun- 
dantly as we have seen, united her to Himself by a unitive love, thereby 
making her one spirit with God and with her Son in the highest degree 
ever granted a creature. Hence, Mary looked upon all Christ’s joys and 
adversities as her own and grieved more at His sorrow than at her own. 
Loving Him more than herself, the force of this love drew her, so to 
speak, out of herself and thrust her into the Heart of her Son, where 
she suffered what He suffered. Far more truly than St. Paul could she 
say: “With Christ, I am nailed to the Cross. . .and I live, now not I but 
Christ lives in me.” In consequence of this, and because she realized 
not only His exterior torments, but more particularly His interior 
agonies, that unitive love tranformed her into an image of her suffering 
Son. Can we imagine then, how much she loves us for the sake of that 
dearly loved Son who loves us so much? 


This Divine Maternity, which is the second source of her love and 
good will toward us, is also the second source of her great power with 
God, and also of our confidence in her intercession. On earth, from His 
childhood until He reached the age of thirty and set out for His public 
ministry, Jesus was subject to her and to St. Joseph. It was the will of 
His Father that Jesus be the perfect pattern of filial obedience; hence, 
the humble Mary and Joseph gave orders to the Son of God and He 
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obeyed, obeyed so perfectly that their mere wishes became His com- 
mands. What a picture is here presented to us! The One who is obe- 
dient is the Infinite God, the Creator and supreme Ruler of the world, 
to whom all owe utter obedience and submission. That Christ, as man, 
should obey the Eternal Father was not so wonderful; what was admir- 
able was His subjection to a human mother and a poor artisan — the 
Lord bowing before His vassals, the Creator to His creatures! Could 
there be a more glorious dignity, than this authority of Joseph and 
Mary? Referring it to Mary alone, would it be reasonable to suppose 
that in heaven she is deprived of this ineffable dignity? No doubt, in 
the strict sense of the term, she no longer possesses any authority over 
her Son. But He still delights to obey her out of love and gratitude for 
all she did and endured for Him on earth, and her desires are still His 
dear commands. 


At Cana, Our Lady’s simple indication of the young couple’s im- 
pending embarrassment was sufficient to cause Jesus to anticipate the 
hour appointed for the first of His miracles, as He Himself made clear: 
“My hour has not yet come.” For this reason St. John, immediately 
after narrating the miracle, remarks significantly: “This beginning of 
His miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; 
and His disciples believed in Him.” He indeed manifested His’ glory, 
but at the same time, He manifested Mary’s glory — her power with 
Him. Certainly, later, when the disciples knew what had transpired 
between Jesus and His Mother before the miracle, they also believed in 
the amazing power of her intercession, as none realized better than they 
how strictly Jesus adhered in all things to the time and the hour ap- 
pointed by His Father. 


Even before becoming the Mother of our Divine Savior, Mary’s 
influence on the Heart of God was greater than that of the patriarchs, 
prophets and all the holy men and women of the Old Testament. The 
saints tell us that in spite of all their prayers and longings for the 
Promised One, His advent would have taken place later than it did had 
it not been for Mary who “found grace with God,” found it for herself 
and the whole human race. In this she was prefigured by Queen Esther. 
This beautiful Queen of the Old Testament had won the heart of 
King Assuerus. When she presented herself before him asking the sal- 
vation of her people from the destruction plotted for them by the power- 
ful courtier, Aman, the king munificently replied: “What wilt thou have 
done? Although thou ask the half of my kingdom, thou shalt have it!” 
However, it was not the half of his kingdom Esther wanted, but the sal- 
vation of her nation; and because she had found favor in his sight, 
Assuerus granted her request and put to death the wicked enemy of her 
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people. Hence the saints conclude from the words of Gabriel, “Thou 
hast found grace with God,” that on Mary’s account God anticipated 
the coming of our Redeemer, and their opinion is shared by the great- 
est theologians. In this sense, also, we owe to her our Savior. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit, the saints and theologians assure 
us, was also anticipated through the power of Mary’s prayer. In his 
enumeration of those who went to the Upper Room to await the descent 
of the Holy Spirit after Christ’s ascension, St. Luke does not merely in- 
clude our Blessed Mother in the group of women, but mentions her 
separately: “All these (the eleven Apostles) were persevering in prayer 
with the women and the Mother of Jesus and with the brethren.” Why 
were they praying for that coming? Had not Jesus solemnly and re- 
peatedly promised that the Father, at His request, and He Himself as 
God, would send the Paraclete? Did the Apostles and disciples doubt, 
as they had doubted so many times during Christ’s life and even after 
His Resurrection? No. But they knew, as De Ponte remarks, that 
“the Divine promises are carried out by means of prayer,” particularly 
in regard to time and fulness. He continues: “They prayed in com- 
pany with the most holy Virgin-Mother of Jesus, whom doubtless they 
had chosen as their patroness and intercessor, well knowing that she 
alone was more powerful with her Son and the Eternal Father than all 
of them together. And so the Virgin prayed ardently, by her example 
animating the others to pray with ardor and constancy. So effective 
was her prayer that we may say that even as by it she hastened the in- 
carnation of her Son, so, too, she hastened the coming of the Spirit for 
the good of the Apostles and the world.” 

Mary’s power over the Heart of God was assuredly not lessened 
on the day of her glorious Assumption into heaven. On the contrary. 
crowned Queen of angels and of saints, her power is greater than all} 
of them combined. In two of her Marian anthems the Church calls her 
the Queen of heaven, whose petitions never meet with refusal on the 
part of her Son or the Blessed Trinity. The faithful who have ex- 
perienced her power and love so frequently during the course of ages, 
and have relied on her merciful intercession, lomg ago proclaimed her 
not only the “clement, loving and sweet Virgin Mary,” but also the “Vir- 
gin most powerful” and the “Mother of Perpetuai'Help,” the Mother 
who loves us most tenderly and desires every blessing for us from 
her Divine Son. In our consideration of the words, “pray for us,” we 
shall see that she avails herself of her power im our behalf, for a reason 
which appeals most to our hearts: Mary is our Mother in the super- 
natural order, in a very true sense of the term “Mother.” 


To be continued:. 
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Food for Thought 


UST as food nourishes the body, so the printed word is an 
important factor in feeding the mind. It exerts a mighty 
influence on the actions of daily life, whether for good or 
evil. The enemies of the Catholic Church understand this 
well, and have paid a strong, though unwelcome tribute 
to the Catholic press by suppressing it in communist- 
dominated lands, while they make every effort to spread 
their own evil propaganda. In so doing they have de- 
prived the Church of a means of informing and unifying 
Catholic opinion, of instilling true Catholic thought and 
principles into the minds and lives of the people. 

Napoleon is reported to have declared one time that 
three newspapers hostile to his aims were more to be 
feared than a thousand bayonets. The secular press, even when not 
hostile to the Church, does not pretend to treat extensively of religious 
matters. Often, too, it is improperly informed, and, sad to say, many 
of its writers are little concerned with the moral aspect of the problems 
of which they treat. A high percentage of the output of the secular 
press comes into the hands of Catholics, and accounts for a good part 
of the leakage from the Faith. To supplement omissions and correct 
false statements in the secular press it is clear that the Catholic press 
is needed. The printed word must be counteracted with the printed 
word. 

As mentioned in previous issues, we are desirous of substantially 
increasing the present circulation of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” by 
the time of its Golden Jubilee year. It is a matter of simple addition 
that if every subscriber would get one new subscriber, its circulation 
would be doubled. Won't you help us get our magazine into homes 
and families where it is not known, that it may do its part in bringing 
the Truth to the minds of those who are misinformed or indifferent, 
and strengthen and increase the Faith of those who possess this pre- 
cious treasure, but in whom it is weak? Your efforts will be repaid by 
the joy you will have in knowing that you are helping souls to come 
closer to Christ. 











During October we will offer as a PREMIUM for each NEW or 
RENEWAL subscription, a folder with colored picture of Our Lady of 
Fatima, explanation of the Five First Saturdays and Novena prayer; 
also a leaflet with Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
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The Chance of a Lifetime” 


THER Sisters contributed the following thoughts on the 
‘Y blessings of perpetual Exposition of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament: — 

To labor by our personal fidelity and by a holy 
zeal to extend the solemn Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament by the erection of more and more sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration should be our dearest ambition. I recognize 
in the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament a special royal homage to 
Christ our King, to whom is due supreme honor both as God and Man. 
His royalty is magnificently acknowledged in heaven, as we learn from 
the vision of St. John recorded in the Apocalypse. The beloved dis- 
ciple beheld, in heaven, a throne whence issued lightning and thunder, 
upon which was seated the Lamb of God in the majesty of His endless 
reign. Before Him, the four and twenty elders prostrated themselves 
and cast their crowns at His feet, while the celestial hosts sang a canticle 
of praise and thanksgiving extolling all His Divine perfections. 

It is evident that wherever the God-man is present, He claims a 
magnificent public royal homage because He is always Christ the King, 
even though, for love of us, He conceals Himself in the lowly host. 
Therefore the Church has prescribed a royal rite for the worship of 
her Spouse in the solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, to which 
she invites us, placing no restrictions on the richness and splendor of 
the palace and the throne on which He appears to His people in order 
to gather them around Him and to bless them. 

Gratitude for the gift of the Holy Eucharist is a further reason for 
our offering the solemn worship of Exposition as a royal homage to 
the King. What thanks we owe to Jesus for having willed to establish 
His Kingdom upon earth, as in heaven, in person, and to the Church 
for having manifested His presence to us in the splendor of the Eucha- 
ristic worship! How sweet it is to contemplate the condescending 
royalty of our King in the Holy Eucharist, when He is exposed on the 
altar. There He appears amid the golden rays of the monstrance, on a 
throne resplendent with lights; solemn hymns sing His praises; the 
reverent mien and profound genuflections of His adorers, all bespeak 
His royalty. And there, in His gracious mercy, He lavishes His bless- 
ings upon the world and exercises His Divine power to destroy the 
tyranny of Satan and his wretched emissaries. With hearts full of 
gratitude and joy, we kneel before our Savior, to whose goodness we 


ae 





*The story of a perpetual adorer of the Blessed Sacrament. 
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owe this life-giving Sacrament, the greatest proof of His love and the 
most precious Treasure we possess on earth. 

By our devotion and reverence and by our solemn worship, we 
must try to make reparation for the crimes of nations against the 
royalty of Jesus Christ in refusing to acknowledge Him as their King, 
and in rejecting His doctrines and His laws. We must also, by our 
generous devotedness, try to make amends for those selfish and unin- 
telligent Christians who like Judas complain of the prodigality of those 
who adorn the palace of the King with regal splendor, and who be- 
come penurious as soon as there is question of contributing toward the 
beauty of God’s House. By deeds, if not in words, they say: “What is 
the good of this waste?” forgetting that the best we can give is utterly 
unworthy of Him who is the King of heaven and earth, and who for our 
sake humbles Himself to the extent of becoming as a little wafer of 
bread. 

The Blessed Sacrament is the memorial of our Savior’s Passion 
and Death. When we see Jesus exposed in the Sacred Host, we think 
of all He did and suffered in order to rescue guilty mankind from the 
slavery of Satan and to preserve us from eternal death. When we recall 
the shameful and cruel treatment to which His Sacred Humanity was 
subjected in being stripped of His garments, torn with scourges, clothed 
in mockery as a king, and crowned with thorns, our hearts long to 
make ‘amends to His outraged Majesty. The Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament gives us a welcome opportunity to offer such reparation. 
By it we pay royal honor to the holy Humanity of Christ, and reverse, 
as it were, the ignominies offered Him in His Passion. Instead of the 
pillar to which He was bound, and the tribunal of the unjust judge where 
He was shown as a pitiable spectacle to the people and overwhelmed 
with their maledictions, He is exalted on a resplendent throne, beneath 
a rich canopy, and receives the reverent homage of adorers on their 
knees. Instead of the purple rag in which He was clothed in mockery, 
richly embroidered and costly materials form His royal mantle and 
carpet His sanctuary. Instead of the sorrowful abandonment of His 
disciples, there is the unbroken succession of faithful adorers who hour 
after hour render Him their adoring love. The Church seems still to 
say: “Ecce Homo!” — but she does so with utmost reverence and love. 
“Behold the Man — the Man-God, who took upon Himself our humanity 
that He might give us His Divinity and make us the true adopted 
children of God. Prostrate yourselves before Him, in a spirit of repara- 
tion for the outrages of His Passion. Hail Him as King of the true 
Israelites, King of the elect, King worthy of all praise and all love!” 


The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is a prolongation of the 
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feast of Corpus Christi—that solemn festival on which the august 
Sacrament of the Altar is honored by a special and most solemn wor- 
ship. Not on one day only, but on every day of the year (excepting 
Good Friday and Holy Saturday) we pay a special worship to this 
living Memorial of all the wonders of God. Exposed on His Eucharistic 
throne, we honor Jesus as the glorious, the immortal, the invincible 
Conqueror of sin and death and hell, who has received all nations as 
His heritage, and whose Kingdom is one of peace and justice and love. 

The honor of solemn Exposition and of Perpetual Adoration is 
an efficacious means of satisfying the desires of the Sacred Heart. Our 
Lord said to St. Margaret Mary: “I merit to be honored by men in the 
Blessed Sacrament. I desire to be treated as a king in the palace of a 
king!” The Exposition claims more than does the ordinary worship of 
Our Lord. It is more magnificent, more solemn. As a King on His 
throne, Jesus is attended by a court of faithful adorers who serve Him 
day and night, and multiply their acts of virtue as they kneel before Him 
or stand to sing His praises. Uniting themselves with Him as the Eter- 
nal High-Priest and Victim of infinite merit, they acknowledge Him at 
the same time as the all-powerful, all-holy God who is worthy of all 
homage and who grants the prayers of those who come with confidence 
to His throne of mercy. It is for this reason that the homage of Ex- 
position better responds to the love and the desires of the Sacred Heart. 
He has spared Himself in nothing in order to testify His love for us; 
and in return we ought to spare no effort to show our gratitude and 
love for Him by the splendor of our worship. 

Understanding the love and the blessings of the Holy Eucharist, 
how privileged are we to be members of a Congregation established 
for Perpetual Adoration, and to belong to the “bodyguard” of the King 
of kings, consuming ourselves in the service of His sacred Person, and 
by our devoted attendance, seeking to make amends for the coldness 


and ingratitude of a forgetful world! 
To be continued. 


'HRIST the King is ever calling for recruits in His army of Perpetual 

2.) Adorers. The qualifications are not extraordinary nor the requirements 

too stringent. If you are possessed of a sound body and mind, good 

principles, and a desire to serve God entirely, without hindrance, apart 

from the world, why not write for information concerning the life of Perpetual 

Adoration under the Rule of St. Benedict? Young ladies between the ages of 
16 and 28 are preferred. Kindly address your inquiry to: — 


Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Radiating Christ 


S enont inane nail 


( N an address to the World Congress of the Lay Apos- 
tolate, held in Rome, in October, 1951, Pope Pius XII 
— as his predecessor, Pius XI, had often done before 
> him — urged the Catholic laity to contribute with all 
their strength to Catholic Action efforts for the spread 
of the Gospel. He warned, however, that “it is self- 
evident that the apostolate of the laity is subordinated 
to the ecclesiastical hierarchy, for the hierarchy is of Divine institu- 
tion; the apostolate, then, cannot be independent with regard to it.” 
At the same time the Pope conceded that there are works of the lay 
apostolate “which are extra-diocesan,” or rather, as he said, “supra- 
parochial and supra-diocesan.” The Sovereign Pontiff praised the 
practical work which the lay apostolate has accomplished throughout 
the world in all the domains of individual, social and human life. .. 
in the service of Christian marriage, of the family, of the child, of edu- 
cation and schools, for young men and women... in charity and aid.. 
the practical betterment of social disorders and misery... missions for 
emigrants and immigrants, intellectual and cultural activities, games 
and sports, and, not the least, the apostolate of public opinian. 

All over the world, Catholic Action groups are busy under the 
direction of their bishops in “leavening the masses.” They are dedi- 
cated to the ideal of building a new world in the shell of the old one — 
a world built upon love of God and man, a world in which Christ will 
have the leading part. 

One such Catholic Action group is the Campaigners for Christ 
the King, a five-year-old lay apostolate organized for the defense and 
spread of the Faith. This group of Catholic laymen and laywomen have 
dedicated their lives to working for Christ without pay among the poor 
and spiritually benighted. They believe, and truly, that only a return 
to Christ can lift our country and the world back to peace. They are 
seeking to bring Christ to those who do not know Him, do not love 
Him, and do not serve Him. 

Some months ago, the Campaigners opened a Center called the 
“House of Christ the King,” in New York, where a library is main- 
tained and a shelter provided for the poor. The members who are 
attached to the House live in apartments in the near-by tenement dis- 
trict. They go in a body to daily Holy Mass and Communion, and 
pray the Church’s official evening prayer — Compline — together. All 
members are employed from three to five days a week so as to remain 
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close to the working people and to maintain self-support. The rest of 
their time is reserved for the Center. The activities of the Campaigners 
consist of office work, public street speaking, visiting prisons and hos- 


pitals, doing 


the poor, and performing other spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
It is their aim that the active work should be an overflow of the spirit 


of prayer! 
but feel that 


who will earnestly implore God’s mercy on mankind and His blessing 
and help on their activities. Hence, on the feast of Christ the King, 
1951, an organization was founded called the 


“Lay Contemplatives of Christ the King” 


The Lay Contemplatives of Christ the King are devoted to prayer 
and sacrifice, and live in their own homes. Daily Mass, Communion, 
meditation, the Rosary, Compline, and one hour of adoration before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament in the parish church are the general re- 


quirements. 
students, the 


PRAYER, but not to a community life in a monastery or convent. Per- 
sons whose health does not permit their entering a community will find 
in this apostolate a splendid means to exercise their zeal for God’s 
greater honor and glory. 

A general,Center is planned where a Chapel will be available, and 


where single 
not matured. 
gical prayer. 


encourage the lay contemplative apostolate to radiate Christ by silence, 
prayer and good example. 

The world needs Christ! The Campaigners for Christ the King 
have a program to bring Him to it and it to Him. They have Christ 
as their Leader, and Mary as their Mother, to assure their success. But 
they need you and your help! If you have books for the library, old 
toys for children, clothing for the poor, furniture or dishes for the 
House of Christ the King, stamps for mailing literature, all will be wel- 
comed. Funds are also needed for the monthly rent and other ex- 
penses in running the Center. If you have nothing material to give, 
you can give what is of even greater worth: your prayers!’ May they 
count on you? Further information on the active Campaigners and the 
Lay Contemplatives may be obtained from: — 


Mr. Arthur Stabile, Director, House of Christ the King, 
509 East 11th Street, New York 9, New York. 
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social and convert work, distributing literature, feeding 


They seek, themselves, to be animated with this spirit, 
in addition they need the support of contemplative souls 


It is hoped to enroll men and women who work, mothers. 
sick and infirm; in short, anyone who has a vocation to 


laymen who work may live together, but as yet this has 
It is hoped to encourage perpetual adoration and litur- 
Retreats will be given to foster the interior life, and to 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


The Love of Esteem (Concluded) 


The Perfection of Charity. 


To what extent must you excel in supernatural love for your fellow- 
men, no matter of what race, nation, color or culture they may be? 
One thing is certain: Christ wants you to practice it in the highest 
possible degree. Nothing less will satisfy Him. 

We can speak of two degrees. The first consists in the practice of 
charity according to the commandment: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.’ Try to analyse this expression: as thyself. What is it 
that you do not want others to do to you by reason of the love you have 
for yourself? You do not want them to think unkindly of you; you do 
not want them to speak unkindly to you or about you; you do not want 
them to injure you in any way. And what is it that you want them to 
do to you? Surely, you want them to think kindly about you; to speak 
kindly about you and to you; and to be always ready to do kind deeds 
for you. All this you desire because of the love you have for yourself. 


Now, simply substitute your neighbor for yourself, and for love 
of Jesus Christ treat him as you wish others to treat you. Always do 
unto others as you wish others to do to you. In this way you will fulfil 
this great commandment of love of neighbor. Of course you understand 
that you must do this for the love of God in order to make it a super- 
natural virtue deserving of a reward in heaven; else it will be merely 
the natural virtue called philanthropy. 

But there is a second and much higher degree. When, the night 
before His Passion, our Divine Lord instituted the Sacrament of His 
Love He promulgated what He called a “New Commandment” and 
“My Comamndment.” “A new commandment I give unto you that 
you love one another as J have loved you”. .. “This is My command- 
ment that you love one another as I] have loved you” (John, 13:34; 
15:12). These words are plain and admit of only one interpretation. 
You must endeavor to practice towards your neighbor the boundless 
love which Christ has for you. 

It is as if Christ said to you: “You fulfil the commandment if you 
love others as you love yourself. But this is not enough for you if you 
desire to practice the most perfect love for Me. Therefore, My special 
commandment is that you copy the example of the boundless charity 
I have shown to you. I have loved you from all eternity. I have been 
patient and long-suffering with you in your sins. I have heaped all 
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kinds of benefits and graces on you, for which you repaid me with 
ingratitude for the most part. And I suffered the most agonizing pains 
of the crucifixion to save you from hell and restore to you your title 
to heaven. As my love for you knows no bounds, I desire that your 
love for your neighbor likewise should have none. I have given you 
an example, that as I have done so you do also. Your constant en- 
deavor therefore must be to do all manner of good to others, especially 
to the poor, the needy and sick. 

Hence, trying to love your neighbor as Christ loves you, or as you 
fancy you would love Christ if He were living in our midst, will be the 
most perfect expression of your love of esteem for Him. 


(Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued. 





An Actress’ Sermon 


Se WORLD-FAMOUS actress once delivered an address before a 

& large gathering in England. A few remarks taken from her 
talk throw a new light on an oft-repeated truth, since they 
come from a person of the world. She said: — 


“Let us teach our children to be intelligent and enthusiastic Cath- 
olics; not to be satisfied with a “once-a-week” service, the mere wearing 
of a scapular, or lukewarm membership in some confraternity. Let us 
make them good, practical Catholics, and that will make them good, 
practical citizens. Let us teach them, and have them taught, the dogma 
—a word very vexatious to our enemies — the liturgy, and the sublime 
and everlasting beauty of the Church, as we know it from devout fre- 
quentation of Mass and the Sacraments, breathe it in by prayer and re- 
flection, and learn it from our catechism and sermons. Let our religion 
be a joy to them. Let it be for them the dearest thing on earth. 

“Let us teach them that if they hold fast to the Church of Christ 
with one hand, they may with the other (to quote St. Francis de Sales) 
gather as many flowers by the wayside as they please — flowers of arts 
and crafts, trades and sciences. They will be quite safe, safe from the 
storms and troubles of life, if they have a firm grasp of that mighty, 
steady, guiding hand. Let us give them that most precious and lasting 
gift of lucid knowledge of Catholic truth; for ‘ignorance is the curse of 
God; knowledge, the wing on which we fly to heaven.’ ” 








Spiritual Vitamin for October 
Reign over us, O Kingly Heart of Jesus! 

















King. In December, we think of Jesus as a little Baby, 
as the small Child who came to draw us all close 
around His crib. In March, we see Him as our suffer- 
ing Savior, dying for us on the Cross. In June it is 
His Sacred Heart we love to think about, that dear 
Heart on fire with love for each one of us. But in October, we think 
of Jesus as our great King and Ruler who holds all power and glory 
in His hands. 

As we walk through the countryside on a beautiful fall day, when 
Jack Frost has touched every leaf and tree with his magic paint brush, 
we know that in reality only God could blend those colors so perfectly. 
And as we go on down the roads, up and over the hills, drinking in 
the breath-taking beauty of the scenery around us, we realize that no 
earthly artist could ever create beauty like that. It is Christ, the Lord 
of heaven and earth, our King, who has made all this loveliness for 
His children. 

These, too, are only the less important things. More important 
is the fact that He has given us life — plants and animals for our food, 
the earth for our home, with the sun to shine by day and the silver 
stars by night. More important still, He has given us His Church, His 
own Mother Mary, and all His angels and saints to help and guide us. 
And most important of all, our King has given us Himself in the Blessed 
Sacrament to be our very Food and our changeless Friend of friends. 

The Feast of Christ the King, then, would be a good day to stop 
and ask ourselves what kind of subjects we are to such a generous, 
loving King. Are we loyal and grateful? Does Christ really reign 
over our hearts? Because that is where He wants to reign, over our 
hearts and souls. His kingdom is one of love, and it is our love that 
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our King asks in return for His. Can we prove by our words and acts 
that we are proud to be members of Christ’s kingdom? In some of 
His Gospel stories Christ told us what His kingdom is like —a seed 
hidden in the ground, a fishing net cast into the sea, and a light on a 
hill, something that must grow and develop within us step by step, 
until we are wholly His, until He is truly our King, and everything we 
do or say tells Him how happy we are that He is our Lord and our God. 

October is also the month of the Rosary, Mary’s stepladder to 
heaven, and we wonder if you have ever thought of praying the Rosary 
together? This would be a children’s Rosary group, just like the 
Family Rosary; you could gather together, four or six, or a larger 
number, in the home of one of the group and recite the Rosary together, 
every afternoon during October, when school is out. Think of all the 
intentions you could pray for! Peace for the world, grace for our 
leaders, blessings for our country, and then special intentions for your 
own family and friends and for yourselves. Our Lord has a specially 
tender place in His Heart for the prayers of children and these would 
please Him very much because they would come to Him through His 
own dear Mother. 

Nor must we forget that during this month we have the feast of 
the Little Flower, our patroness and also the patroness of the Missions. 
It would give her great happiness if you were to receive Holy Com- 
munion on her feast day, the 3rd, and offer It for the success of the 
Missions; that the kingdom of Christ may spread to other lands, and 
that children who know nothing about Jesus and therefore cannot love 
Him, may be drawn close to His Heart through your prayers and sacri- 
fices. You see, you do not have to wait until you are grown up to be a 
missionary, you can begin right now! 


PRACTICE: Pray your Rosary with special devotion during the 
month of October and ask Our Lady, Queen of the Holy Rosary, to 
help the brave missionaries in. every land. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Help of Christians, pray for us. 





Saint Francis of Assisi 


NIGHTINGALE, asleep in the branches of an olive tree, awoke 

with a start as the quiet of the moonlit night was shattered by 

the noise of galloping horses. Across the silver plain they came, the 

laughter of their riders echoing back from the shadowy hills. At their 

head rode a slender youth in a tunic of green and gold, a peacock 

feather stuck in his scarlet cap. Suddenly he halted the troop with an 
outflung hand. 
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“Ah, mad-cap Francis has a speech to make!” cried one. 

“Yes,’’ murmured another to the rider nearest him, ‘“‘and I think 
this will be a rather different speech. Francis has changed lately. 
Since his illness and the time he was imprisoned by the enemies of 
our city he has been quieter and more thoughtful. It seems to me that 
he has grown tired of our merrymaking.”’ 

“True,’”’ was the answer. “I have noticed the difference. His 
mind is on something else. Perhaps he will tell us now.’’ 

Francis was speaking: ‘‘My friends, this was our last ride!”’ 

At the cries of protest he smiled, and the large, gentle eyes: which 
seemed to see beyond faces into souls, shone brightly. ‘It is true,’’ he 
went on, “I must leave you to follow another. He has been calling 
me for some time, calling me to come to Him, to come, poor and alone 
as He was. Already I have delayed too long, but now I shall follow 
Him, though it be the whole world over!” 

And that is how Saint Francis, the beloved “little poor man of 
Assisi,” born in the year 1182, started on his way to a holiness that 
has been a shining example to all who came after him. 

He was twenty-five when, in the market square of Assisi, he gave 
back to his wealthy father the rich clothing he used to wear and 
dressed himself instead in a rough, brown robe, tied at the waist with 
a piece of rope. His father was so angry at his son’s new way of life 
that he refused to have anything more to do with him. This meant 
that Francis had to beg his living from the townspeople, who laughed 
at the sight of the former. leader of the gay youth of the city going 
about barefoot and penniless. But this was exactly what Francis 
wanted — to be poor and homeless, an outcast like his Master, Christ. 
This was the freedom he had dreamed about, the freedom to follow 
Jesus without being troubled with the cares and worries of men who 
must look after business and property and have little time left for 
serving God. 

With a song in his heart and on his lips, Francis travelled through 
the little towns and villages of Umbria, taking care of the poor and 
sick, dressing the sores of lepers, even kissing their hands for love of ° 
God. He preached to the people who would listen about this love of 
God, this love which filled his heart to overflowing. When they would 
not listen he preached to the birds out of sheer joy and they seemed to 
understand, circling about his head as he spoke. Even wild beasts were 
won by his kindness, like the savage wolf of Gubbio which became tame 
as a shepherd-dog at his call. Loving God so much, Francis was able 
to love men and nature too, and called the sun his “‘brother’”’ and the 
moon his “sister.” 

Before very long, men began coming to him, drawn by his charity 
and patience. They wanted to share his life of prayer and penance and 
begged him to write a rule for them. It was a simple rule, based on 
the simplicity of the Christ Child at Bethlehem. At first, the Pope 
would not approve of it, thinking it too hard for men to live by. Then 
a dream changed his mind. While he lay sleeping one night he seemed 
to see the Vatican Basilica begin to totter and fall. Just as it was 
about to crash, a man in a poor, rough dress ran to brace it up and 
supported it on his shoulders. Looking at St. Francis, the Pope rec- 
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ognized the man of his dream, so he blessed him and approved his 
rule. A great many joined St. Francis after this, so that before his 
death, the Order numbered over five thousand members. 

When the beautiful Lady Clare of Assisi came to him, asking to 
follow his way of life, St. Francis helped her to found an order of nuns 
known as the ‘Poor Clares,’”’ and himself cut off her long golden hair, 
covering her head with a coarse veil. Not long after, as he was preach- 
ing to the folk of a village called Cannara, they followed him from the 
town, declaring that they, too, wanted to devote their lives to God and 
live in. poverty and sacrifice. Francis persuaded them to return, prom- 
ising to write a rule for them that would be suited to life in the world. 
This was the beginning of the famous Third Order for lay people. 

Together with his love for the Passion of our Savior, St. Francis 
had a great devotion to the Infant Jesus. He loved to think about the 
first Christmas night when Christ was born at Bethlehem. In his time 
there were no Christmas cribs and the idea came to him to find a cave 
and make a crib just like the one described in the Gospel. He chosé 
the little town of Greccio and arranged everything so that the night 
before Christmas when the people came to the cave, they found figures 
of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph beside the manger, with a live ox 
and ass in the background. The men all carried torches which made 
the dark cave as bright as day for the celebration of Midnight Mass, 
and when St. Francis sang the Gospel, thinking how wonderfully good 
Our Lord was to become a little Child so that He might save us, a 
brilliant light appeared and the Child Jesus Himself lay in His arms. 
He had come to bless the saint and all the people who honored Him 
so lovingly. 

Later, Francis crossed the sea, hoping to be a martyr for Christ 
by giving his life to convert the heathen Moslems. He went unarmed 
into the very court of the Sultan, but this ruler was so impressed with 
the courage of the little brown-robed man that he sent him home un- 
harmed, and asked him to pray that God would show him the true 

religion. 
; Every year St. Francis used to make a retreat. In the year 
1224 he chose Mt. Alverno as the place to be alone with God. To show 
how pleased He was with him, Christ appeared to the saint in the form 
of a seraph and granted him the wonderful favor of bearing in his 
own body the marks of His Passion, so that St. Francis’ hands, feet 
and side showed wounds like those of Christ. , 

Two years after this miracle, St. Francis lay dying. He was clothed 
in an old, discarded habit and lay, not on a soft bed, but on the hard 
ground. He blessed his followers, bidding them go on loving God in 
charity and each other in patience and sacrifice. Then he died, with 
the words of a psalm on his lips. It was the 4th of October, in the 
year 1226. 

Let us ask this “‘little, poor man,’’ so beloved of God, to teach us 
his way of kindness and love, and let us often repeat the prayer he 
said many times a day: “Dear Lord, make me an instrument of Thy 
peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope, and 
where there is sadness, joy.” 
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Consoling and cheering as the bright flame 
of a candle in the dark 


are our 


BENEDICTINE BOOKMARKS, PICTURES and 
PRAYER LEAFLETS 


These bookmarks, holy pictures and leaflets can be used 
in a hundred different ways: slip them in letters to friends 
to cheer them in troubles, console them in sorrows, etc., use 
them as something different instead of the ordinary greeting 
card, let them be silent, active missionaries by distributing 
them where they will do most good. 
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Attractively printed PICTURES with short, inspiring 
prayers on the reverse; striking BOOKMARKS and VERSE 
CARDS, thought-provoking and comforting LEAFLETS, cover- 
ing a wide variety of subjects, they delight all who receive 
them. 


Sepia pictures with prayers on the reverse, (138 different subjects) 

1¢ each or 75¢ per 100 
Bookmarks and verse cards (60 different titles) 50¢ per 100 
Single page leaflets (60 different titles) 50¢ per 100 
Double page leaflets (50 different titles) $1.00 per 100 
Threefold leaflets (12 different titles) $1.50 per 100 


Complete set, $2.50. 20% discount on orders of 1000 or more. 


Postage extra. Prices apply to all, same subject or assorted. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Some comments from those who know and use these leaflets: — 


“| love your little leaflets, they are so unusual. . . among so many 
it is hard to choose my favorite ... | am putting these beautiful leaflets 
to good use... they are a wonderful joy and consolation to my many 
friends.”’ 





October brings the Feast of the Kingship. 


These booklets will help to make Him 


reign in your heart. 


Kach booklet, 10¢, unless otherwise marked. 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord, Part II] — 
A special selection from the beautiful Office for Christ the King is included 
in this booklet which is a ‘“‘treasure-trove’’ of selections from the Liturgy 
for the feasts from Corpus Christi to Advent. 95 pages. 15¢. 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — A booklet of prayers and devo- 


tions:in honor of the Heart of Christ, acts of consecration, litanies and the 
Proper of the Mass of the Sacred Heart. 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart & Night Adoration — A full 
explanation of the spirit and object of the Enthronement as a devotion for 
the sanctification of the home and the installing of Christ as King of the 
family, and an appeal for Night Adoration as a means of reparation to the 
Sacred Heart. 


Hind for the Month of the Rosary 
Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary -— This favorite 


booklet gives an account of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima and her urgent 
request that the Rosary be prayed often and fervently. 


The Rosary, My Treasure ——~ This valuable little booklet on a time- 
less devotion explains the power and merit of the Rosary, the beauty of its 
prayers, and the privileges of the Archconfraternity. Also includes reflec- 
tions on the various mysteries of the Rosary. 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for All the Feasts of the Blessed 


Virgin Mary -~ A booklet to read and to treasure throughout the year. It 
includes a fine selection from the Church’s beautiful liturgy for the feasts of 
the Holy Rosary (Oct. 7) and the Maternity of Mary (Oct. 11). Also con- 
tains indulgenced prayers and a brief explanation of De Montfort’s True 
Devotion to Mary, with an appropriate act of consecration. 128 pages. 20¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











